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Am not inſenſible how many Tracts have been already 
written concerning the Spaniſh Succeſſion, and the 
Dangers that are more eſpecially like to ariſe from 

the Duke of Anjou's Acceſſion to that Crown ; and that 

mo$t of them tend to our Engaging in a War againt 

France and Spain both, with the Emperor and his Allies, 

to make good his Pretenſions, and at the ſame time ſecure 

our own Religion, Liberties and Trade, as well as thoſe 
of Europe: I do not doubt but there is a very good 

Meaning in it; tho, Tconfeſs, I muſt ſomewhat differ 7 

them in the Manner of the Proſecution, my Method be- 

ing chiefly thus : Firſt, I have endeavour d to ſhew the 
| Dangers of the preſent Conjuncture, and ſtated the Claims 
of both Parties : Then conſidering that Peace in its own 

Nature is preferable to War, I have humbly offered a 


Project for accommodating all Differences, in an amicable 


Manner, without any War at all : Not that I would be 


* fo vain as to preſcribe Rules to thoſe of whom tis my 
Duty to receive them, which I ſhall ever be very ready. 
to do accordingly ; but as, T hope, if a Treaty were ſet 
on foot, it might not be altogether unuſeful, ſo I'll leave it 
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to the Judgment of all good Patriots, whether the Rejecting 
f just and reaſonable Terms by the oppoſite Party, will 


% 


not. demonſtrate the Neceſſity of a War with greater Clear- 
neſs and Perſpicuity, than can be expected any other Va 
th which thi does coe. B 
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Succeſſion of Spain 
Mor: Se ls 5 + * 


T was an excellent Saying of Hannibal to Scipio, at an In- 


terview of thoſe renown'd Generals, about a Peace be- 
tween the TWO mughty Republicks of Rome and Car- 
= thage: That neither Sicily, Sardinia, or Spain, nor even 
all thoſe 8 ountries or which they had ſo long C onifed, were worth 
Jo much Treaſare that was ſpent, ſo much Blood that had been ſpilt, 


or ſo many famous Captains Lives: This certainly muſt be al- 
low*d to be true in reſpect to any other War whatever, pro- 
ceeding from Ambition and Defire of Rule; but in ſuch Caſes 
Where Religion and Liberty, and the unſafe Tranſmitting of 
them to N lie at Stake, the Matter is otherwiſe to be 
thought of: I will not ſay tis ſo at this Day with Europe, by 
reaſon of the Duke of Anjou's Acceſſion to the Crown of 
Spain; however, it may not be amiſs to conſider it a little; 
and fi ſt I ſhall begin with a Hiſtorical Narration of that 
. ſo far as it may give any Light to the Deſign in 
Spain was formerly divided into many Kingdoms, which 
at length became all united (excepting Portugal) by a Mar- 
riage between Ferdinand, King of Arragon, and Iſabel, Queen 
of Caſtile, whoſe Daughter Joan, Hei ell to theſe Crowns, be- 
ing married to Phillip of 1 eldeſt Son to the 3 8 
, % | a 1 K* 


ab ; , 
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TY 
Maximilian, and Hereditary Prince of the Seventeen Provinces 
E.. of the Netherlands, with the Dutchy of Burgundy, in Right of 
= his Mother Mary, ſole Daughter to Charles the Bold, Duke 
| of Burgunch, all theſe Countries by this Match were united to 


| | Spain, in the Perſon of their Son Charles, who alſo upon the 
| HBeeath of his Grandfather Maximilian was elected Emperor of 
| | Germany, wherein, however he was not ſucceeded by his Son, 
but younger Brother Ferdinand; fo that here began the Two = 
Branches of the Houſe of Auſtria, the Elder of which in Spain 
| Was continued by the Emperor Charles's being ſucceeded in his 
| Hereditary Dominions by his Son Phillip II. he by his Son Phil. 
lip III. after whom came Phulip IV. his Son and the Father 
5 not only of the late Charles II. King of Spain, by whoſe Death 
the Maſculine Line of the elder Branch of the Houſe of Auſtria | 
1 zs become extinct, but of Two Daughters likewiſe by a firſt 
Venter, the Eldeſt of which Maria Thereſa was married to the | 
| preſent French King, and became the Mother of the Dauphin, 
1 and the Grandmother of the Duke of Aujou, his Second Son, 
| 85 lately declared Univerſal Heir to the Spaniſh Dominions, 70 
the Will of che King of Spain, deceaſed, concerning whic 
there is ſo much Stir at this time in our European World, and 
the. ſame is become the Subject of our preſent Enquiry ; be- 
fore which, for a clearer View of the Pretenſions of each Party, 
well firſt run thro? the Succeſſion of the younger Branch of 
Auftria alſo, from the Emperor Ferdinand, younger Brother to 
Charles V. aforemention'd ; who was ſucceeded in the Empire 
by his Son Maximilian II. and he by his Son Rodolphus, after 
whole deceaſe his Brother Matthias obtain'd the Imperial Dig 
nity, wherein he was ſucceeded by his Coufin German Ferdi. 
nand of Gratz, Grandſon of Ferdinand I. and he by Ferdinand III. 
his Son, who was Father to the preſent Emperor Leopold I. the 
Chief of this Branch of the Houſe of Auſtria, and whoſe firſt 
Wife was the Second Daughter of Phillip IV. of Spain, Marga- 
ret Thereſa, Mother to the late Electreſs, and Grandmother 
to the late Electoral Prince of Bavaria, but theſe Three being 
gone into another World, the Imperial Auſtrian Family can 
ve no Claim that way to any Part of the Spaniſh Dominions ; 
| but 
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[3] 115 
hut muſt derive it from ſome other Cauſe, which we are juſt 
% ↄ Ü—§Ü—Ü0ĩð[ ̃ DP Wand Ae, vo, 

Me have obſerv'd before, that the late Queen of Fraue, the 
Dauphin's Mother, was the eldeſt Siſter of Charles, King of 
Spain, now deceaſed, to whom the Dauphin and his Children 
muſt neceſſarily be next in Blood, and in that reſpe& have the 

Preference by far hefore any Pretender of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
nay, the French King himſelf is nigher than any of them, as 
being Grandſon to Phillip III. of Spain, and Couſin German to 
Phillip IV. the Father of the late King, Neither does the Sa. 
lick Law prevail in Spain, whereby , Females and their De- 
ſcendants are excluded from: inheriting the Crown. So that 
the Dauphin in his own Perſon, and not the Duke of Anjou 
his Second Son, ſeems to have all the juſt Pretenſions in the 
World to the Spaniſh Succeſſion ; But tis objeted againſt 
this; That the Spaniſb Crown cannot be alienated, nor fall 
under the Dominion of a Stranger; the Succeſſion being ſettled 
by the Conſent of the States of the Kingdom onthe Houſes of Ar- 

ragon or Auſtria; that tis not only contrary to the Renounciation 
made by Lemis XIII. and the Inf anta Maria, at their Marriage, 
but of the preſent French King and his Wife Maria Thereſa, at 
theirs alſo, as well as the Pyrenzan Treaty on which this laſt 
Renounciation was grounded, that any Iſſue on Deſcendants 
from that Match ſhould inherit, and the ſame has been confirm'd 
by the Willof Phillip the IV; and in a great meaſure laft Year by 
the Treaty of Partition between England, France and Holland; 
the Drift of all theſe Acts tending to the kee ing of the Two 
! Crowns of Fraxce and Spain ſeparate, every Bo W with 
| half an Eye, that their Conjunction under one Head muſt in- 
evitably endanger the Liberty of Ezrope : Now as to the firſt 
Objection, if it be really true in it ſelf, its of the greateſt 
Weight imaginable ; there being no Human Act can have a 
greater Sanction, than that which proceeds from the Concur- 
rence of the Reprefentatives of a Country : Then for thoſe 
| . ſeveral Acts of Renounciations, and the Treaty of the Pyrenees, + 
if there was nothing intended by them, what were they made 
for? Can any Body think en Mazarine and Don . SN 
RT (i : | 


ITT OY 
ry" 


* 
= WY —ꝛũ . — B22 — 


Po . V 
* r 
rere 
5 : 


. —-łT .. OE 


3 1 [ + ] 
de Haro, Two of the greateſt Stateſmen in the World, would 
have concern'd themſelves about ſuch Trifles, if they were 
really ſo; Tam morally aſſured, if there had been no Renoun- 
tiation, there had been no Lewis XIV, no Dauphin, nor Duke 
of Anjou in the World, and who then muſt have claim'd the 
Spaniſh Crown, but the younger Branch of A#ſtria : In ſhort, 
if ſuch Solemn Freaties as theſe are of no Validity, we may 
break thro? all the Engagements of Human Society by the 
ſame Rule, and fo introduce more Confuſion amongſt Men, 
the better Part of this lower World, than amongſt any Brute 
Animals whatſoever : Beſides, if the Dauphin's Mother's Re- 
nounciatiou was not valid, and that ſhe did very ill to give 
her Conſent to it, how comes the Son to have more Grace, 
and his Renounciation to be ſtanch in favour of the Duke of 
Anjou; when yet there was this ſubſtantial Difference between 
the one and the other Act; that the former was tranſacted in 
due Form, with all the Solemaities of Oaths, and otherwiſe 
that was neceſſary, by all Parties concern'd therein; whereas 
that of the Dauphin is only Verbal, and may as Opportunity 
ſerves, be either abſolutely deny'd, or at leaſt exploded as of 
no manner of effect in ſuch arduous Affairs; while they tell 
us, that the Duke of Anjou, before he ſet out for Spain, en- 
ter'd his Proteſtation off Right to the Crown of France, in 
caſe it ſhould by Inheritance deſcend unto him, which is not 
unlikely at all, ſince he has but one elder Brother, the Duke of 
Burgundy, of the Pregnancy of whoſe Princeſs we hear nothing, 
tho? they are now at ſufficient Years for it, and have cohabi- 
ted for a Year and an half together : Neither are we without a 
notable Example of this in France it ſelf, in Henry the Second's 
Three Sons, I mean Francis II. Charles IX. and Hepry III. who 
all of them died without inheritable Iſſue, whereby the Maſ- 
culine Line of the Houſe of Valois became extinct, and the 
Crown devolv'd upon that Bourbon, in which it now remains, 
Certainly in ſuch a Caſe, it muſt look much odder to ſee the 
Duke of Anjou run away from all the Crowns and Dominions 
of Spain, to go take Poſſeſſion of thoſe of France, than it did 
an Henry III. to deſert the Elective Crown of Poland, for iro, 
? — 4 C- 


E 
Hereditary one of his Native Country: But if ſuch a Con- 
junction ſhould once happen, there's nothing humanly ſpeak-: 
ing, can hinder him from enjoying both; and then I'll leave 
the Event to the Conſideration of all Wiſe Men, and the Dan 
E i een 11 eee 
As for the Treaty of Partition, as I am fatisfied it was ho- 
neſtly meant by IWO of the Parties concern'd, in which the 
Datch feem' d to have the greateſt Hand (as thinking thereby 
their Frontiers ſhould be ſecured ;) fo it plainly ſeems to me 
the Third Party had no other Intention therein, than to make 
uſe of it to induce the Spaniards (for fear of the Diſmembring 
of their Monarchy) to exclude the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
procure a Will of their King in Favour of a Prince of France: 
For to believe, as his Will ſeems to intimate, that it was a 
Spontaneous Act of the Catholick King, and the Effect of pure 
Inclination and Choice, and none of the Procurement of the 
French Emiſſaries and Penſioners in Spain, is more than I can 
poſſibly do, whatever others may think of it; and if ſo, Eng- 
land and Holland have been finely prevaricated with; and 
how to reſent it, they themſelves are beſt Judges, to whom 
I leave it. But Jacta eſt Alea, the Partition is rejected by 
France, and the Duke of Anjou ſaluted King of Spain, without 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's firſt conſulting with his Allies, 
whether they would relinquiſh their Engagements, and ac- 
quieſce with it. 55 | f 
Ihe Reaſon given by the French King for his Acceptance 
of the Will of his late Catholick Majeſty, in favour of the 
Duke of Anjou, viz. That it was the only Means to preſerve 
the Peace of Earope, is very remarkable. In ancient Days, in- 
deed, King and Prieſt were frequently Offices veſted in the 
ſame Perſon; but I would fain know how long his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty has been a Prophet; how he can be aſſured the: 
Emperor, who thinks himſelf ſo much injured, to have ſo 
much Right to the Spaniſh Succeſſion, and ſo great a Power 
to back his Claim, 'will ſilently look on and hang his Lips, 
as if he were no ways concern'd in it; or that England and 
Holland will calmly put up the Breach of his Treaty with them 
Bobo | upon. 


1 
upon this Occaſion : Some People cry, Peace, Peace, when 
there is nothing but War and Deſtruction in their Hearts: 
| Can any Man believe, that the French King would relinquiſh 
the great Advantages aſhgn'd him in the Treaty of Partition, 
and facrifice that which was ſo much for the Intereſt of his 
own Crown, to that of his Grandſon ; eſpecially ſince the 
Powers concern'd with him in the Treaty were able, and in 
all appearance without any War, to make it good againſt all 
6 Pretenders; whereas he is not now ſure but the Whole will 
be diſputed ? -— Latet Anguis in Herba. — There is ſurely more 
; in the Bottom of this Procedure than Men are aware of, If 
1 we had been told that the great Cham of Tartan, Preſter John, 
or ſome ſuch Princes, who are wholly unknown to us, Ek 
have done ſuch a generous Action, perhaps, we might have 
been inclined to believe it; but tis pity that thoſe who do 
ſo, in reſpe& to the French King, ſhould live a Minute with- 
out the Iron- Gates in Moor-fielas, for fear of farther Miſchief 
from them; I ſay in reſpect to a Prince whoſe Intereſt has 
been always the Polar-far, by which he has regulated the 
whole Conduct of his Life and Actions. 0 vead 
It will be 1 to expatiate upon this Matter, it has 
been done very well Already by other Hands, and, indeed, 
the Thing beſpeaks it ſelf: Suppoſe therefore, there ſhould be 
an Agreement made by the Houſe of Boyrboz amongſt them- 
. ſelves, that for the greater Conveniencies of both Crowns, 
E Spin {hould entirely relinquiſh all her Pretenſſons in the Ne- 
| #berlands to France, and in Conſideration of this, that the 
County of Rouſilan, Bearne, and other Territories of France, 
towards the Spaniſh Frontiers, ſhould be given as an Equiva- 
lent to that Crown ; and not only fo, but that the Spaniard; 
ſhould alſo be very effectually aſſiſted with French Troops for 
he Re · conqueſt of the Kingdom of Portugal; and, n 
with a good Fleet ſuddenly to ſeize Jamaica, which is fo 
much an Eyc-ſore to the Spaniſh-WeftsInazes : Now, I ſay, ſup 
fuch 4 Bargain, which is not at all improbable If tt 
: Neighbouring Nations fit ſtill with folded Hands, what can 
hinder the Execution of it? It will not be all a Summer's 


Work, 


—— —— —ꝗ—?»uùñññ—ñ————— moneda om 


5 2 
” 


„ 5 
Work, and yet, it may be, can never be retrievd: Would 
not Earope be then in a ſine Condition? What would become 
of the States of Holland, when tlie French were ſo near Neigh- 
bours to them? I know ſome have ſuggeſted, as if there was 
Danger leſt that Nation under a Proſpect of Difficulties, 
= fhould put her ſelf under the Protection of Frauce, and fo 
have the Felicity to be the laſt devoured; but, tho? I have 
quite another Opinion of them, and that they are ſo zealous 
r the Religion and Liberties of their Country, as to diſpute 
every Inch of Ground with the Enemy, yet I cannot poſſibly 
fee, under ſuch Circumſtances, but they mult at laſt fink; for 
any Aſſiſtance their Neighbours could give them: The Con- 
ſequence of this to the Empire is alſo as obvious as dange- 
rous. 0 ieee 
Then for Ezgland; the very Thought that the French, who 
are already ſo potent at Sea, ſhould become Maſters of ſo 
much ben and have ſo many Ports on the oppoſite Shoar, 
is enough to ſtun every honeſt Man's Heart. I think the Par- 
/ lament, in the Time of the late War, addreſt the King ahout 
: fecuring Neuport and Oſtend, leſt they ſhould be ſurpriz?d by the 
Enemy, fo apprehenſive they were of Danger, even to Eng- 
und it ſelf, if the French were once become Maſters of them; 
but if to theſe two Ports all the reſt, both of the Spauiſb and 
| United Netherlands be added, what ſhall we ſay? To be al- Pp 
low*d to put our ſelves under the Protection of France, we may 
| take as 2 great Favaiiy KITE 
I'll ſay nothing here of Jamaica; Tam ſure great Care ought: 
to be taken for its Security in this Conjuncture; ſmce in caſe 
of a Rupture with the Two Crowns, it will ſtan us in ſo 
much ſtead to annoy them: But for Portugal, Tl be a little 
more particular, becauſe it ſeems to be in more Danger than 
any other Country. We are told, indeed, that the Portugueſe 
Embaſſador in France has 'acknowledg?d the Duke of Amon 
for King of Spain; and we are told another Story from Ma-- 
drid in more confident Terms, That the Embaſſador of that 
Crown there complaining they quarter*d the Portagueſe Arms 
in thoſe of Spain; he was anſwerzd, That tho? the late 
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| Vid it not, yet it was done by Philip IV. and there could be 


no juſt Exception taken againſt it: Now if this be true, tis 
directly reviving; the Spaniſh Claim to that Kingdom; which, 


for the clearer View of the Matter ſhall be briefly ſtated in 


this place. | 


of Portugal, who was ſlain in Barbary by the Moors, there was 
a Court of Claims erected by Hezry (a Cardinal) who: was 
crown'd King after his great Nephew Sebaſtian, to hear and 


determine the Allegations of the ſeveral Competitors, which 


were a great many, but we ſhall only take Notice of Three 
of them: 1. Phillip II. King of Spain, who was the Son of 
Jabel, eldeſt Daughter to Emanuel, King of Portagal; 2. Mary, 
Dutcheſs of Parma, eldeſt Daughter of Edward, youngeſt Son 
of Emanuel. 3. Katherine, Dutcheſs of Braganza, youngeſt 
Daughter to the ſaid Edward. Its plain here, that Parma Pad 
the Prior Right, Braganxa next, and Phillip laſt : But for all 
this, much the ſame Plea may ſerve the Duke of Anjou, if 
back'd with his Grandfatherss Power, as did Phillip II. to 
gain the Crown of Portagal, which was in theſe Three Par- 
—A ĩͤ | * 3 
Firſt, That he being Grand-child to King Enanael by his 


eldeſt Daughter, and the Dukes of Parma and Braganxa, hut 


great Grand- children to him by Daughters of a younger Son, 
Who never lived to be King, he was one degree nearer to 
Emanuel, as alſo to the then preſent King Hen), than either 
of the ether To. Tg wet THT -* 
- 2aly, That when John, the baſe Son of Don Pedro, wascrown'd, 
King of Nertagal it was to the Injury of the King of Caſt/te,, 
the Right being in him, as having then marry'd | 77 

Y 


legitimate Daughter and Heir of Ferdinand, King, of Portaga 
legitimate Son of Pedro, whereas John Was but the baſe Son 
of Pedro, and Baſtard Brother to Ferdinand, Father to Beatrix. 
- Thirdly, Becauſe Portagal was given away by a former Ring 


of Caſtile, in Marriage with one of his Daughters, contrary to 


* 


811 


After the Death of Don Sebaſtian, the Son of Emanuel, King 


187 


Now 
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Now, if to theſe Arguments they ſhould add a Fourth (as. 
their Reaſon for aſſuming the Portugueſe Arms does imply) 
that that Crown had been in Poſſeſſion of Three Kings of Spain 
* ſucceſſively for near Sixty Years together; that the Revolt in 
2 1640, was, indeed, a Rebellion, which the Spaniards endeavour'd 
> to ſuppreſs by a War of near 27 Years duration hefeac be- 
ing concluded about Two Years after Phillip IV. Death) and that 
't Was only the Neceſſity of their then Affairs that made them 
deſiſt the farther Proſecution of it; which they have Reaſon, 
Power and Opportunity now to re- aſſume with greater Vi- 
7 gour: What can the Portugueſe ſay to this, ſince the Duke of 
Parma ſeems to have a Prior Right to the preſent Family; and 
who knows but a Renounciation of his Right purchaſed by a 
Sum of French Money, may be obtruded as a farther Argu- 
ment to back the Spaniſh Pretenſions? 
Ihe Caſe being thus then between the Crowns of Spain 
and Portugal; the Latter ought not to be over fond, and pre- 
7 cipitate the Acknowledging of the Duke of Anjou for King of 
Spain: But their firſt Buſineſs had been to ſound the Diſpoſi- 
tions of other Princes and States, and particularly Exgland and 
Holland, who are beſt able to give them Aſſiſtance, becauſe 
of the Greatneſs of their Naval Power; and to regulate their 
Conduct according to the others Example. OTIS 
Indeed, as France was, and could be a great Support. 
unto them; but as the Increaſe and Grandeur of their Mo- 
narchy has been the ſole Aim of that People for many Years,  . 
the Portugueſe have now more Reaſon to be afraid of that to 
their Coſt than ever: And fo in eaſe of a War upon the Ac- _ 
count of the Spaniſh Succeſſion, they of all People ought to 
2 ſide with the contrary Party. | 
Now, ſuppoſing Holland, Portugal, the Empire, England, 
and conſequently all Europe, tho we confine our ſelves to theſe 
Parts, to be in Danger from ſuch an unhappy Conjuncture, 
7 muſt they all preſently engage in a War againſt the Iwo 
Crowns? It does not at all follow, tho? certainly they ought 
to have a right Underſtanding between each other as ſoon as 
may be: I take his Imperial n to be the Prince that is 


| | 
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more immediately concern'd and aggriev'd upon the Account 


of his Pretenſions to the Spaniſh Succeſſion ; but whether he 
be able to do himfelf Juſtice alone, is much to be doubted : 
J acknowledge he has a great many brave Troops in his Ser- 
vice, that for the Space of Seventeen Years together have been 
uſed to Blood and Victory in Hungary, and thoſe Parts, againſt 
the Infidels (with whom he is now at Peace) and ſo can draw 
moſt of them into the Field, perhaps, to the Number of 80000 
Men: Its alſo very likely that the Treaty of Partition (when 
it appear'd in the World) put him upon making the beſt Alli- 
ances he could in the Empire and the North, to diſpute his 
Right with thoſe whom he thought gave it unjuſtly away from 


him; and more particularly he ſeems to have made the EleQtor | 


of Brandenburg, the moſt potent Prince in all the Empire, of 
his ſide, by advancing him to the Dignity of King of Pruſſia : 
The EleQor Palatine, perhaps, by Promiſes to get him diſ- 
charged of the Claims of the Dutcheſs of Orleans, and other 
_ may come in; the Houſe of Hanover for ſtanding by 
the Dignity he had conferred upon him againſt the Princes 
that oppoſed it. The Intereſts of the Landgræve of Heſſe Caſſel, 
and the Circles of Franconia and Swabia ſeem upon this Oc- 
caſion to be compatible with that of his Imperial Majeſty : 
There ſeems to be a good Underftanding between the King of 
Poland and Court of Vienna, and *tis not improbable, if a 


Peace can be clapt up between him and the Swedes, but a good 


Body of his Veterane Troops will march into the Emperor's 
Service: Its not unlikely, but he may alſo either engage the 


Danes or Swedes in his Quarrel in time; but if they ſhould 


both do it, its more than ever yet happen'd between thoſe 
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two Nations; and, 'tis remarkable, that when the Religion 


and Liberty of Germany lay at Stake in the Time of Ferdi- 


nand II. Guſtavus Adolphus never came into the Field till 


King Chriſtian of Denmark was beaten out of it, and forced to 
diſbonourable Terms of Peace. The Diſpoſition of the Biſhop 
of Munſter is uncertain, fo is that of the Elector of Cologne; 
tho” if they do not both chuſe rather to be Neuter, they are 
more likely to be engag' d in the Intereſts of his Imperi Me 

: „ 7 


| + en | 
jeſty than otherwiſe: But for the Elector of Bavaria, it will 
be a hard Matter for him to obtain a Neutrality for his Here- - 
ditary Dominions, ſince he has already given Suſpicion of his 
Conduct to the Emperor, in whoſe Intereſts he muſt either 
entirely and timouſly engage, or endanger the Lois of his Do- 
= minions to him; which ſtand directly in his Way, and may 
2 eaſily be poſſeſſed by his Arms: He knows how his Anceſtor 
got the Upper Palatinate from the Paliſgrave Frederick, the ſame 
2 Power that diſpoſſeſt the one, can do fo by the other. As for 
the Swiſs Cantons, all that the Emperor can obtain of them, 
is a Paſſage for the March of his Troops thro' their Country 
into [raly: They have engag'd in no War for many Years, 
and *tis not likely they will do fo now; tho they have been 
| guilty of a moſt barbarous Cuſtom, of letting their Troops to 
2 hire to oppoſite Parties, whereby they have had the Chance 
of murdering one another without any direct Quarrel between 
them. If they would upon the Occaſion. of a new War, but 
recall their Subjects out of the Service of Fraue; tho, perhaps, 
there are not now 30000 of them in that Country; it would 
be a Weakning of the French King's Hands by near double the 
Number, ſo great a Difference there is between their Brave- 
ry and Firmneſs in Military Actions, and that of the Native 
French; and next to putting of them into his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty's Service, it would be the greateſt Kindneſs they could 
be capable of doing him. Laſth, For the Republick of Ve- 
uice, as they have almoſt at all times had the Addreſs to keep 
: themſelves Neutral in all the Wars of {taly, between the Spa- 
niards, Savoyards, Mantuans, and other Princes, its very pro- 
bable they'll endeavour to do the ſame now, and be rather 
for accommodating (if it be poſſible) all Differences, than 
blowing up the Coals, leſt the Flame ſhould catch their own 
Territories, and conſume them to Aſhes: The other Italian 
Princes and petty States muſt certainly trim with him that is 
uppermoſt, and the Pope himſelf, for all his Bulls and Mock- 
! SanQity, cannot avoid (as he does almoſt in every thing elſe) 
to play the Arch-hypocrite upon this Occaſion. I had alm 
forgot his Royal Highneſs of Savoy, who, tho? he very unge- 
Kc = C 2 nerouſly 
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nerouſly deſerted his Confederates in the late War, is the moſt 


of any to be pitied in this Conjuncture, becauſe of the unhap- 
py Scituation of his 3 between ſuch Powers, that to 
ity will not do; and to engage 


ſtand Neuter in all probabi 
on either ſide, lays him open to the Inſults of the other; and 


ik he found it very difficult to reſolve before which Party to 


eſpouſe, the Circumſtances of Things are ſuch, that, I believe, 


hel find it much more now, and, perhaps, with worſe Con- | 


ſequences. 


Now to ſum np the Whole, and make a moderate Eſti- 
mate of the Emperor's and his Allies Armies; ſuppoſe we 
+ ſhould compute them at an 160000 effective Men, well fur- | 


niſh'd with all Neceſſaries, and paid by thoſe in whoſe' Ser- 


vice they are, without burthening others with it; I doubt 
this would come far ſhort of the Power of France alone; and 
ſo conſequently without more numerous Troops and potent 
Allies, it would be in vain for his Imperial Majeſty to begin 


a War, from which he could not hope to come off with Ad- 
vantage (which is the Thing propoſed) but certain Loſs. Eng- 


land and Holland then are the Countries which his Imperial 


Majeſty muſt fix his Eyes upon, and *tis by their Aſſiſtance 
alone that he can expect to ſave his Honour and his Rights: 


But this is fo tender a Point, that tho? he ſhould make good 


every Title of bringing ſo many, nay, more Troops into the 
Field, and the exact Payment of them, whereof their Pleni- 
potentiaries complain'd ſo much at the Treaty of Kae 
faying, That they alone had bore the Burthen of the War, by keep- 
ing of great Fleets and numerous Land Forces, which they had ſet 
out at their own Charge, for the common Good, and notwithſtanding 


Jo many States and Princes of the Empire, had paid almoſt alone, 


the Expences of the War along the Rhine : And beſides other 
Advantages ſuperadd to this, that he would grant a general 
Toleration of Religion to all Proteſtants however denomina- 
ted, both in Hungary and his Hereditary Dominions, not pro 
hos vice only, but give his Conſent that the ſame ſhould be 


confirm'd by the States of the reſpective Countries, and the 


Diet of Razzbonne, ſo far as their Power does extend in that 
e 2 | Matter, 
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2 whereof is yet unpaid.” - 
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Matter, by ſuch authentick AQs and Records as might make 
it firm and ſtable, that ſo the Ground which the Proteſtant 
Religion has _ loſt in France, may be retriev'd in Germaxy': 
There are ſome ſtrenuous Reaſons why they ſhould refuſe 
their Compliance ; and the following Three in particular. 
Fir, Both the Nations have been much exhauſted by the 
late War, and have contracted a vaſt Debt, the greateſt Part 
Secondly, To engage in another War, upon the preſent Foot 
of Things, we muſt quarrel with Spain as well as France, and 
conſequently loſe ſeveral Millions due to the Subjects of both 
Nations, to the Ruine of the Trading part of them. 70 
Thirdly, We found a vaſt Interruption in our Navigation 
and Commerce during the late War; and muſt expect much 


more now, ſince we cannot at all trade to Spain, which is one 


of the beſt they have, moſt of the Return being 'in Silver : 
And that to Tarkey, which is vaſtly beneficial and great to the 
Epgliſh eſpecially, muſt, if not totally loſt, be fo interrupted, 
and attended with ſuch a mil as to become worth little 
or nothing; that to both the Indies alſo muſt conſiderably flag, 
we can have no Refreſhment at the Canaries, and other Places: 
And, in ſhort, it muſt be a conſiderable Detriment to both 
Nations in their Traffick, by which they have fo long ſubſiſt- 
ed and flouriſhed, and without which they muſt ſink into the 
moſt abject State of Pity and Contempt. oO 
It will be no very difficult Matter for a Man of Parts to 
pretend to anſwer them preſently, by alledging, the War was 
not to be on the ſame Foot as before; that our Part and the 
3 Dutch will be chiefly to act at Sea, and fo our Money kept at 
Home, which was ſo general a Complaint and Detriment to 
us, by carrying it out of the Nation, to pay our Land Troops. 
in the late War: That there are good Funds for the Debts 
that are due; that the War muſt neceſſarily be of no long Du- 
ration; that for the Debts due from Spain, we can make Re- 
2 prizals upon the Spaniards when we pleaſe, take the Havana, 
and ſuperabundantly compenſate our Loſs: of the Money, 
Spaniſh and Turkey Trades out of the Mines of Potoſi, &c. = 
8 5 ince. 
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[ 14 ] oh, 
fince all this, and ten times more will not anſwer the ſolid 
Reaſons before-mention'd againſt a War, without England 


and Holland does foreſee an invincible Neceſſity of venturing 


the Whole to fave their own and Ewxrope's Liberty. Its pro- 
per we ſhould now inſpect into the Terms upon which Europe 
may be ſuppoſed to be ſafe, and wherein there is any Hopes 
of an amicable Compoſure of all Differences, which is the 
principal Aim of this Treatiſe ; but we muſt premiſe a few 
Things before we go any farther. 

Fir#, That the Will of the King of Spain, being made a 
full Month, excepting one Day, before he died, muſt be ſup- 
poſed to de real, and the Dictates of his own Mind; and, in- 
deed, I always thought (long before he died) the Subjects 


would have a great Regard to it, in whoſe favour fo ever it 


were made. - bo | OY 
\ Secondly, It would look very odd, that a young Prince, in 


purſuance to the ſaid Will, ſhould be joyfully and peaceably 


veſted in the Crown, and yet at laſt be diſpoſſeſt of the 
Whole. £5.85 FH | 8 Df] 

Thirdly, As there was a Prior Right in the Dauphin and 
Duke of Burgund), if they had any to the Crown of Spain, be- 
fore the Duke of Anjou; which, contrary to the Treaty of 
Partition, was conceded to the Duke by Virtue of the Will; 
ſo there is the ſame Priority in the Emperor, King of the Ro- 
maus, and his Infant Son, before Arch- duke Charles; and yet 
ſuppoſing the deceas d Catholick King had made the Arch- 
duke his Univerſal Heir, would not the Emperor have done 
the ſame in reſpect to himſelf, eldeſt Son and Grandſon, as 
the French King has done in reſpect to his Son and eldeſt 
Grandſon; Where is then the Pretenſions of Succeſſion in ei- 


ther, and the Difference between them? Only that the one 


as tied up by a Treaty to act otherwiſe than he did, while 
the other had no ſuch Bar nor Temptation laid before 


Laſh, As France, England and Holland have taken the Li- 


| 
| 
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berty, without the Emperor's Concurrence to enter into a 


Treaty of Partition of the Spaniſb Monarchy ; and that France, 


con- 
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* contrary to the ſaid Treaty and Concurrence of England and 
2 Holland, has thought fit to violate the ſame, by its Acceptance 
of the King of Spain's Will, in oppoſition to it: Has not his 
> Imperial Majeſty as much Reaſon on his fide, who“ was be- 
fore left out, as well as England and Holland, who have been 
no ſo much lighted, to enter, with all the other Allies they 
can make, into a new Treaty of Partition, to oblige France to 
Terms within a certain Time limitted therein; and, in cafe of 
2 abſolute Refuſal, to take ſuch Meaſures as may tend to the Pre- 
2 ſervation of the Liberties of Europe, which every Man then 
2 muſt neceſſarily conclude to be in imminent Danger, and 
that France by ſuch Rejection has tacitly declared fo much: But 
nov to the Project it ſelf, Rf DOE 

7 Suppoſe then it ſhould be concluded and agreed on between 
the aforeſaid Powers, in order to the more entire cementing of 
them together, that, beſides the Liberty already mentionꝰd to 
be allow'd of 1 in the Hereditary Countries, &c. the 
Fourth Article of the Treaty of Keſwijk ſhould be made void, 
2 wherein the Imperial and French Plenipotentiaries combined to 

2 debar the Proteſtants of their ancient Liberty, contrary to the 
28th Article of the Treaty of Weſfphalia, which runs thus; 

2 © That thoſe of the Confeſſion of Ausburg, and particularly the 
2 © Inhabitantsof Oppenheim, ſhall he put in Poſſeſſion again of their 
Churches and Eccleſiaſticks Eſtate, as they were in the Year 
2 ©1624: As alſo, That all others of the Confeſſion of Ausburg, 
2 © who ſhall demand it, ſhall have the free Exerciſe of their Re- 
2? © ligion as well in publick Churches at the appointed Hours; as 
n private in their own Houſes, or in others choſen for that pur- 

2 ©poſe bytheir Miniſters, or by thoſe of their Neighbours preach- 
ing the Word of God. : 

| his, I am ſure, is a Point of Juſtice due to the Proteſtants 
of the Palatinate, &c. as J humbly conceive, a Surrendry of the 
Dutchy of Milan in Itaſy to his Imperial Majeſty, as tis a Fief 
of the Empire, is no leſs ſo, the Nature of a Fief in this caſe 


being in a Word thus: That as a Sovereign Prince has conferred 


2 Country in Sovereignty upon any Perſon and his Heirs, upon 
the Account of defending it againſt a Foreign Enemy, 8 og 
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like, ſo the ſame for want of Heirs reverts to the prime Donor 
or his Succeſſors. Now that Milan is ſuch in reſpect to the Em- 
pire of Germam, it will be convenient togive a ſhort Hiſtory of 
it. To paſs by the State of it under the Romans; after Attila, 
King of the Huns, had taken this City and ſpoil'd both it and 
the Country, the Lombards were the next that became Ma- 
ſters of it, Who held the ſame till about 774, under a Succeſ- 
ſion of 23 Princes, only 't was ſaid, Aribert, their Seventeenth 
King, gave the Dutchy of Milan to the Church of Rome, but 
his Succeſſors, not agreeing with the Pope Adrian, procured 
Charles the Great to deſtroy this Kingdom, under which Fami- 
ly, and more eſpecially the Emperors of Germazy, it continued 
till 1161, when taking part with Pope Alexander III. againſt 
Frederick Banbaroſſa, it was raz d to the Ground; but outing the 
Emperors about 1221, it became a Republick, and continued 
ſo till about 1277, when it fell under Ocho, by the Title of 
Viſconti, (but ſtill as ſubject to the Emperors of Germany) and 
John Galeazo, the Eighth of theſe, was make a Duke by the 
Emperor MWenceſlaus I. in 1395. It continued under Dukes till 
Lewis XII. of France, who conquered it in 1501, and by this 
means an uſurping Duke got it; but Maximilian won it from 
the French in 1513, whoſe Brother Francis Sforza ſucceeded 
him; but he dying in 1535, the Emperor Charles V. after he had 
for a long time amuſed Francis I. of France (who had before re- 
linquifh'd all his Pretenſions for his Liberty after the Battle of 
Pavia) with the Hopes of inſtalling one of his Sons in the 
Dutchy, took care that the Inveſtiture ſhould be made in Fa- 
vour of his Son Philip II. to be held in Fee of the Emperor as 
well as the Town of Final. Now Charles II. the late deceaſed: 
King of Spain, and direct Heir from the ſaid Philip, dying 
without Iſſue to inherit: This Town and Dutchy by Right 
of Devolution muſt come to his Imperial Majeſty. . 
France has no Reaſon to diſpute this Article, ſince no Part 
of the Dutchy of Milan touches now any of her Territories, 
and that there is nothing hereby pretended to be taken from 
her, unleſs ſhe ſecretly aims at any Part or the Whole of the. 
„55 e 72 2:4 08 
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Spaniſh Dominions, and more than ſhe is yet willing to own; 
but for this we muſt watch her Water. B 
Indeed, Spain will be ſomewhat of a Loſer, ſince their Ca- 
tholick Majeſties were wont Yearly to draw from thence the 
Sum of 3000000 Livres, beſides a Million which the Inhabi- 
tants were uſed to pay, during the Time of War, without 
_ reckoning the Governour's Revenue, and that which he ex- 
torted otherwiſe, which amounted to little leſs. But if the 
Duke of Anjou and his grave Dons come to conſider, that for 
want of this Conceſſion in Conformity to the Rights of the 
Emperor, the Whole may be diſputed with him, and himſelf, 
perhaps, Unking'd, whereof that will not be the firſt Example, 
they'll find Reaſon to acquieſce with it. t. 

Milan is ſo disjoin'd from the Empire of Germany, that the 
Princes and States which do compoſe it, can have no juſt Rea- 
ſon to fear the Endangering of their Liberties by this Acceſſion 
of Dominion to the Houle of Auſtria; but *tis convenient for: 


that Reaſon no other or more Territories ſhould be aſſign d 
the Emperor out of the Spaniſh Dominions, ſince the Imperial 


a 7% ſeems now by Preſcription to be eſtabliſpd in his 
amily. 3 
FT ha Duke of Savoy by this Diſtribution will be in no worſe 
Condition now than his Country has for a long time been 
more or leſs between the two racking Powers of France and 
Spain, ever ſince Milan came in the Poſſeſſion of the Latter ; nay, 
he'll have this Advantage, that as the Power of Spain for ma- 
ny Years has been on the Decline, and that moſt of his Diffi- 
culties have ariſen from the Encroachments of France, that he'll 
have one now of more Power to aſſiſt him, in caſe of the ike 
Preſſures : Be it as it will, tho? he may be always uneaſie, there 
will be ſuch mutual Jealouſies between his Neighbours on each 
{ide of him, that tho? any one of thera would be glad of an 
Opportunity to devour him, yet the other's Vigilance will ne- 
„ nll 259 nit 4g Les ke {19 
I confeſs I cannot ſee how the Peace of Italy: can be long 
preſerv'd: It was a wiſe Precaution of the Great Father Paul 
to his Countrymen the Venetians, That they ought to be Jer 
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lous of the Emperor above any other Prince, ſince his Pre- 
tenſions had no Bounds, but, if Occaſion ſerved, he might 
mount them up even as high as the ancient Cæſars, and I can 
fee nothing but the Prudence of that noble Senate that can 
maintain the Liberty and Tranquility of that Country, though, 
perhaps, alternatively only, ſometimes by Peace, and other 
Whiles War. But let the worſt fall out that can, a War here 
will be but like Thunder afar off, and, perhaps, divert it from 
our Parts of Europe, and but little affect the Proteſtant Religion, 
and Intereſt : This will be a Means to keep the Court of Rome's 
Thoughts imploy'd about its own Security, and not put that 
Artifice in Practice of debauching Princes to its Religion and 
Principles, as they did ſome Years ſince by Joh» Frederick, 
Duke of Hanover, and more laterly by Duke Ferdinand of Cour- 


land, Prince, of Heſſe Darmſtad, Elector of Saxony, &c. to the 


Danger and Detriment of our Religion ; nay, *twill be at moſt 
but Philiſtine fighting againſt Philiſtine, and the Sons of Anac 
deſtroying one another, to make Way, perhaps, for a ſtrange 
Mutation: We are ſatisfied the Reformation was begun at 
firſt, both in England and Germany, more out of a private Diſ- 
guſt and particular Humour, than any real Principles of Con- 
cence; and who knows what the Emperor's Pretenſions in 
this Caſe and the Stifneſs of the Papacy to oppoſe them may 
effect towards pulling down that Apoſtate Church, that hath 
fo long reign'd over the Kings of the Earth, and held the 
Souls of Men in Darkneſs, and worſe than Egyptian Bondage. 
I acknowledge the Swiſs Cantons cannot be very eaſie upon 
ſucha Conjuncture, ſince they muſt be continually incommoded 
with the March of German I roops through their Country; but, 
as I do not doubt but they will have Wit enough to make their 
Advantage of it, ſo they muſt be very circumſpect, as well as 
{uſpicious, of the Auſtrian Greatneſs, ſince 'tis not Four Cen- 
turies ago that they were part of the German Empire, from 
which they revolted in the Reign of the Emperor Albert of 
Auſtria, and could never ſince be reduced by his Succeſſors, 
* continued a free and independent State to this 
g | 1 
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I had in a manner forgot the Kingdom of Portagal, Which, 
I ſuppoſe, all this While, if ſhe has any Regard. to her true 
Intereſt, to make Part of the Confederacy, and as ſuch muſt 
neceſſarily concur to the bringing of the Power of Spain low, 
which has ſo much Pretenſion upon it, and by and through 
horas its Ruin, if not timely prevented, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
3 | 55 7 N 
That which has been ſaid concerning the Ceſſion of the 
Dutchy of Milan to his Imperial Majeſty, being chiefly found- 
ed upon a Principle of Right, we are next to conſider that of 
Conveniency!: The Archduke Charles now for ſome Years has 
been buoy*d up with the Hopes of being Univerſal Heir and 
Succeſſor to the Catholick King, deceaſed, and even by the 
Treaty of Partition has been tantaliz?d with the Imagination 
of being King at leaſt of the greateſt Part of the Spaniſh Do- 
minions: But after all, to come poorly off with nothing is very 
hard, and therefore, as tis not convenient the Imperial Dig- 
nity ſnould grow too great, though the Original Right of Suc- 
ceſſion tothe Dominions of Spain appears tobe firſt in the Per- 
ſon of the Emperor himſelf, it may be worth Conſideration, 
Whether it would not be proper the Archduke ſhould not be 
made Sovereign Prince of the Spaniſu Netherlands to be held in 
Succeſſion by his Heirs Male for ever, and independent of any 
other Power whatſoever, the Emperor and the Empire at the' - 
ſame time renouncing all manner of Pretenſions to Aloft and the 
County of Waes as a Fief of the Empire: But out of this Ven- 
port and Offend with ſome ſmall Territory about them is 
exempted; of which more by and by. But at the ſame time 
it would be neceſſary alſo to grant Toleration of Religion to all 
thoſe who would diſſent from the Romiſh Communion. 
Now the general Reaſon to be given for this Diſtribution, 

is the Security, firſt, of the United Provinces, and next, of 
Greut Britain it ſelf againſt the Encroachments of an over- 
grown Neighbour, from whom, to fay, there 1s in this Con- 
jugEture no Grounds of Danger, is no other than to ſhut your, 
Eyes againſt the bright Beams of the Sun, and then to ay, it 
3 GALT PA Ds SE es. 
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does not ſhine : Salus popmli eſt ſuprema Lex; and ſurely'tis high 
Time to provide for it. ne ien 

The French King, if he be real in his Intention of continuing 
the Peace, and making no Innovation in reſpect to the Ex- 
change of Territories, or the like, upon this Revolution in 
Spain, has no juſt Reaſon to except againſt this Propoſition, 
ſince his own Copy-hold is not touched by it, and that he can 
be in no Danger from ſo ſmall a Neighbour as the Prince 
of the Spaniſh Netherlinds muſt be in reſpect to his mighty 


Power. | 


The Spaniards muſt needs urge many Reaſons againſt this 


Alienation ariſing from private Interefts; chiefly in reſpect to 
the rich Government here, and other beneficial Employments 
— ſhall loſe, with a great deal more to the fame Pur- 
po e; but the moſt material Objections ſeem only to be theſe 
wo. | n 
Object. 1. That ſuch an Alienation is both contrary to the 

ſolemn and expreſs Words of the late King's Will and the 
Law of the Land alſo, as appears by the 5oth Article, which 
runs in theſe Words: His Majeſty ordains and decrees, that 
* according to the Laws of the Monarchy, neither the King, 


his Succeſſor, nor they that come after him, {hall have Power 


* to alienate any Part of his Kingdoms and Dominions, nor to 
divide or diſmember them upon any Account whatſoever, 
nor ſo much as to aſſign them for Childrens Portions; but on 
the contrary, as well the Kingdoms which are now annex d to 
*the Crown, and thoſe which may fall to it hereafter, ſhall 
remain for ever united and inſeparable: His Majeſty to that 
* end confirming the Law made at the Sitting of the States of 
Valladolid in 1442. by King John II. and afterwards approved 
© by King Ferdinand and Queen Iſabel, Charles V. and the Kings 
Philip II. Philip III. and Philip IV. 1 

In Anſwer to this, I ſay, firſt, That to me the only Reaſon 


7 of this Clauſe in the Will ſeems to proceed from, and be made 


in Oppoſition to the Treaty of Partition, whereby the Spar! 

Monarchy was diſmembred. For, Secondly, Did not Phi- 

4% II. in the Lear 1598. make a Donation of the Principality 
© 


of the Low Countries and of the Franch Comte to the Infants Iſabella” 
Clara Eugenia, in Conſideration of a Marriage ſhe was to con» 
tract with Arch-duke Albert her firſt: Couſin ? Was not this 
Donation confirm'd by his Son and Succeſſor Philip III. but 
upon this Condition, that all thoſe Provinces ſhould return 
again to the Crown of Spain, if Iſabel died without Iſſue? And 
did not the Infanta with the Arch- duke enjoy them in Sove- 
reignty as long as they lived, and nothing morally ſpeaking, 
but want of Children muſt make them revert to Spain again, 
as they did upon the Death of the Infanta in 16 33, 1 a 
Disjunction of about 35 Years from that Crown ? Its true, 
the States of Brabant did then make ſome Exceptions againſt 
the Donation, but they were all anſwer'd, and the Conditions 
concluded. G ah 07 off Foboamn Slim: 
Object. 2. That if Flanders had been of no other Benefit to 
them, yet they found thoſe rich Provinces highly advantage- 
ous 1n this; that 2 always kept the French Arms in play, 
and diverted them from Spain it ſelf, which otherwiſe muſt 
have expected to have felt the Smart of them: If they have 
been ſo in times paſt, why not ſo for the future? ſince they can- 
not flatter themſelves the Peace between the two Crowns will. 
be perpetual. - _ + Th „ 
| do not think, indeed, the Union between them will or 
can be perpetual, unleſs they ſuffer themſelves to become a 
Province of France: Why then are they now ſo fond of a French 
Prince, and ſeem ſo far to ſlight the Houſe of Auſtria, and their 
other old Allies, that nothing but the Dictates and Reſponſes 
of the French old Oracle will go down with them? But al- 
lowing ſtill the Diſunion of the Crowns to continue, they 
know very well that Flanders inſtead of bringing in a great 
Income, has been always a vaſt Charge to them, and yet they 


in a manner perpetually loft Ground there : Suppoſe then upon 


the Reſignation of this Country to the Arch-duke, they ſhould. 
annually expend the Money laid out for the Security and De- 
tence of Flanders, upon fortifying their own Spaniſh Frontier, 
towards France, which is naturally ſtrengthned by the Hrenaes, 
would not this do as well for them, and at the ſame time 


keep 


7+ a 
keep their Money at home; whereas, beſides what Bills or 
| Remittances in Specie they have from time to time tranſmit- 
red to the Lom Countries, they could never keep tliemfelves out 
of Debt, hut that there are now vaſt Sums due to the States- 
General; and I am told, not a {mall one to the Elector of 
Bavaria, beſides other Incumbrances. O—\\F"— © 
This, perhaps, and a thouſand Arguments more cannot per- 
ade either France or Spain to give way to this Ceſſion, till 
fatal Neceſſity wreſts it out of their Hands: But as all honeſt 
Nations ought to make it Conſcience, and a Point of Honour 
to pay their juſt Debts; this will be one Way for the Spaziards 
to make themſelves eaſie in reſpect to their Engagements to 
the Duich upon that foot, for whole Security chiefly this Ceſſi- 
on muſt be intended, who, no doubt, upon this Conſideration, 
the Spmmrardstrelinquiſhing all Right to Maeſtrizch (which was 
tobe reſtored them upon their coming into the Aſſiſtance of the 
States in the War of 7672) and the Arch - duke's making them 
ſome Conceffions, in reſpect to the Conveniency of Limits, 
may be brought to cancel all Accounts with them. Beſides, it 
will be a generous Teſtimony of the Sincerity, both of France 
and Spain, to preſerve the Peace of Europe, which cannot poſ- 
ſibly be eſtabliſh*d upon any firm Baſis, without ſome Act or 
other of this kind. For ' tis not all the Proteſtations the French 
King can make will do it; neither will the Duke of An jon, 
when he has taken the Government of Spain upon him, which 
He will undoubtedly do as foon as he arrives at Maarid, and 
takes the uſual Oath of the contrary, he being now confidera- 
bly above the Age of the Majority of Kings, which in Spaiz,' 
as well as all over Earope, is Fourteen, whatever ſome Perſons 
Have unwittingly alledged to the Country, I fay, neither will 
Amjou's offering (as I am apt to believe he will) to renew the 
ancient Alliances between Spain, England, Holland and their 
other Allies do it: It's ſomething more ſubſtantial that muſt do, 
and nothing, in my poor Opinion, but fomething of this Na- 
we canbelatly accepted; l Rn 0 0 
I cannot ſee any Inconveniencies that the Spaniſh Netherlands 
mould be erected into a Sovereign Principality, but quite the 
HET” | wo con- 
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®ontrary almoſt co every Body: It will certainly be much be- 
ter for the People to be govern'd by à Prince of their own, 
who muſt neceſſarily better provide for their Security and Li- 
berty than mercenary indigent Governours, whoſe conſtant 
Practice has been, miſerably to fleece them by intolerable Ex- 
actions, vaſtly to enrich themſelves during their Triennial Re- 


gency : They muſt more flouriſn in Trade; their Frontiers and 


Garriſons be better provided and ſecured; and their Troops 
more numerous, upon a better Foot, and not ſuffered, as the 
Spaniards have done all along, till the Elector of Bavaria came 
to be Governour, to live upon the Spoils of the People. 
It cannot be any Inconveniency to France, ſince tis my 
fo ſmall a Prince will never pretend to provoke one that is ſo 
much his overmatch; and wherein, if that would do, he:can- 
not expect to be back'd by the Power of the States-General, 
whoſe Delight is Trade, Maxims Peace, and never to engage 
in a War, but when their Religion and Libertics lie at ſtake. 
As for Holland a better Barrier than this they cannot expect, 
and they'll be ſure, in caſe Fraxce pretends to invade them, 
to find a faſt Friend of the Prince of Flanders, and better Aſ- 
ſiſt ance than ever the Spaniards could pretend to give them 
fade the Peace of H..... hg ROPE 
As England is more remotely in Danger, by this means ſhe 
will be more fully ſecured, and both it and Holland at leis 
Charge for the future to defend the Frontiers of the Nether- 
lands, in caſe they be attack'd by France, eſpecially ſince the 
elder Branch of the Houſe of Auſtria, in Germany, will ever 
think it their Duty and Intereſt to protect and aſſiſt the 
younger one in the Lom Countries, with more Zeal and Applica- 
tion, oY ever they did Spain the elder Houſe of all, now 
R e ene nee 
But as neither his Imperial Majeſty, nor the Arch- duke can 
ever pretend in Conjunction even with Holland, and all the 
other Allies thiey are like to make, without England, either by 
a War or Treaty, to bring ſuch a Project to effect, it will be 
reaſonable beſides the full Reſtitution of our Woollen Manu- 
facture, and ſome other antecedent Conceſſions made to — 
aii | reſpec 
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-reſpe& to our Trade into the Netherlands, we ſhould have 
ſomething more afſign'd us. We got nothing by the late War 
for all the Expence of Blood and 'Treafure-we were at, but a 
Peace: We were to get nothing, that I know off, by the 
Treaty of Partition, but a Proſpect of the Continuance of it: 
Ats fit therefore we ſhould have ſomething now: But here I 


muſt ſtop and firſt premiſe ; that with all due and humble De- 7 


erence: to His Majeſty's Will and Authority (under whoſe 


Reign I would prefer to live before any of the moſt glorious 


of his Predeceſſors) what I am going to ſay, proceeds from no 
other Motive than the real Affection I have tor the Safety, 


| Glory and Proſperity of my Native Country: Its well known 


His Majeſty, beſides the Principality of Orange, has other 


Lands and Seigniories in the French Comte, and elſewhere, with- 


in the Dominions of France, and that all theſe upon any Rup- 
ture with the States, and ſometimes without it, have been 
ſeized by the Authority of the French King; and the ſame 
muſt be expected for the future, at lealt whenever a War 
happens: Suppoſe then, upon ſuch a general Settlement of the 
Affairs of Europe, as we muſt imagine may enſue, in caſe Mat- 
ters be amicably compoſed without a War; the fore-mention'd 
Principality and other His Majeſty's Lands in France, were 


ſurrendred up in Sovereignty to the French King, for which he 


Ahould' be obliged: to give his Grandſon the Duke of Anjou a 
full Æquivalent in Reaſon, or any other Part of the Domi- 
nions of France, bordering upon Spain, as ſhall be moſt con- 
venient and beſt agreed on: And for Satisfaction to the King 
f Exgland, beſides the Marquiſate of Bergen Op-Zgom to be 
held by him in the ſame Manner as tis at preſent, under tlie 
Juriſdiction of the States by the Count 4 Auvergne, for which 
the French King ſhould make the Count Satisfaction out of our 
King's Lands in France, the Towns of Newport and Oſtend, with the 
Village of Oudenborgh, and ſome adjacent Territories bounded 
within a certain Pale to be agreed on, as t Was anciently with 
Calais When in the Hands of the Exgliſh, ſhould be dignify'd 


with the Title of the Principality of Orange, and be given him 


and his Heirs for ever, and the ſame for want of Iſſue to be 
Ne | | perpetually 


perpetually annex d to the Crown of Exgland : His Majeſty's 


Conceffions herein, as they would remain an eternal Monu- 


ment of his. Affection to che Eugliſb Nation; ſo I make nhοõ 


manner of doubt, if the Revenues of them fell ſhort of his E- 
ſtate in France; but the People of England have Ability and 
Gratitude enough to make it more than up unto. him. 
There is no occaſion to expatiate upon the Advantages that 
would accrue to us by theſe Ports; the great Damages (to ſay 


no more) we ſuſtain'd'in the late War in our Trade to the - 
North and otherwiſe, from the ſingle Port of Dazkirk is a ſuf 
ficient Demonſtration of it: And ſince I have mention'd that 
Place, I cannot but with Indignation think of the Sale of it to 


the French. Our Hiſtorians tell us, that Mary I. Queen o 


England, reſented the Loſs of Calais to that degr 1 it coſt 


her her Life, ſaying, when the Key of her Bed-C ber was 


brought to her, according to Cuſtom, It was not the Key of 


. 


Calais, and that if ſhe were open'd after her Death, they ſhould 1 


* 


find that Town at her Heart: But here was a Place of vaſt 
Conſideration and Import, and won by the Blood and Valour 


of a Body of brave Engliſh Men, under the moſt conſummate 


(tho? illiterate) General of his time, parted with for a Trifle 


to a Prince, who knew well how to improve it, and of whoſe 


Power, eſpecially at Sea, we ought to have been the moſt 123 
; AJousof any People in the World; tho, L hope, God has for- 
given the Crime, yet, I believe, it will hardly ever be forgot- 


ten by any true Engliſh Man, but will remain a perpetual Mark 
of Ignominy upon that Prince's Reign, and the Memory of 
thoſe (whoever they were) that adviſed him to it. 


I) he Frexch King, one might imagine, ſhould think himſel 
rather benefited than injured by this Exchange; ſince he mu 


now have his Dominions more entire, and all that is within his 


Limits his own: But if he ſhould be ſcrupulous to allow the 


Duke of Anjou a juſt Aquivalent on the Coaſt of Spain, ſhall 
we believe him to be ſincere, in ſay ing he ſacrificed his own 
Intereſt to his Grandſon, by rejecting the Partition, and not to 


' have more Reaſon than ever to ſuſpect it. And then for the 
 - Sparjards and the Kingdom of Spain it ſelf, beſides their being 


ac 


fince the Reign of Queen Elizobeth: Neither is it leſs true, that 


L 26 |] 
quitted of the great Debts due to Holland as aforeſaid, upon 
account of their Renounciation of Flanders, this l 
from Frante will be ſome farther Compenſation to them. 
It would be farther neceſſary to make ſome Proviſion for the 
Security of our Trade to Spain and the Levant, and that the 
French may not make uſe of this Conjuncture, to prejudice us 
in either of them; but the Methods to effect it, is left entirely 
to the Wiſdom of the Great Council of the Nation, into whic 


there are ſo many Members choſen at this time, that underſtand 


the ſpeculative and practical Part of Trade; that tis hoped, 
and wiſh'd for, that laying aſide all Animoſities and private 
Intereſts, they will ſeriouſſy apply themſelves to provide for 
this and the other moſt arduous Affairs that will lie before them. 
It was the Character given our Country by a Venetian Embaſ- 
ſador, at his taking Leave of old Sir Henry Vane, when Secre- 
tary of State, That England was happy in their King, Coun- 


_ *rry, Nobility and Gentry, and would be perfeftly happyhad | 


*they had Publick Spirits; but of that, he faid, they had the 
* leaſt of any People he had ever the Honour to know. I Know 


not how it was then, and whether the Republican had juſt Rea- 


ſon for what he ſaid: But, I am ſure, if it be ſo now, there is 
pong but the Providence of God alone that can prevent our 

n IF £903 9 6100919 12801 
But ſuppoſing after all ſuch like Offers or Terms made to 
France upon this Occaſion; the ſame ſhould: be utterly rejected, 


with the French King's faying, he was reſolv'd inviolably to 
preſerve the Peace of Europe; Shall we reſt ſatisfy d with this, 
aAnd take no farther Notice? I dread the Effects of it, leſt we 
ſhould come to cry out, when *tis too late, Cauſa tanta Calami- 


Fats uimia 2 It was a true Obſervation of the Great Lord 
Hollis, in his excellent Letter to Monſ. Van Beninghem, in 1676, 
That we had then fallen under the Adminiſtration of Three 
weak Princes together (we can ſince very juſtly add a Fourth) 
and that had it not deen for the Interpoſition of the Parliament's 


Government between, we had ſunk long before that time; for 


we had not made one true Step, nor {truck one true Stroak 


had 


l 1 
r 


* 


N 
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had it not been for the Coming in of His preſent Majeſty, both our 
own and the Liberties of Europe too muſt in all probability have ſunk 


under the Weight of the French Greatneſs before now: Laſtly, As we 


find by Experience, that for one brave and good King we have three or 


four bad ones: Have we not the greateſt Reaſon imaginable to look 


about us, and ſecure our All during King William's Life, when, rea- 


Aure or Opportunity for it. We have Reaſon to believe the War in 


the North was begun out of no good Will to the Proteſtant Religion; 


and, indeed, next under God, we are beholding to His Majeſty's great 
Wiſdom and Intereſt in ſtifſing it in the very Bud: And we are alſo: 
told of another League propoſed to his Imperial Majeſty by a falſe 
Neighbour, for the Reſtitution of another Prince to his Throne, as a 
Conſequence, and upon a Preſumption of the Succeſs of the Northern 


Deſign againſt the Hereticks : How true theſe Things are, I will not pre- 


tend to determine; but as there is no Smoak (we ſay) but there is ſome 
Fire, we have Cauſe to be more jealous than ever, eſpecially upon ſuch 
a Conjuncture, when there is like to be fo cloſe an Union between France 


and Spain; and to ward off the Danger by all the wiſe Precautions ima- 
ginable, but whether by Peace, War or Treaties and Partitions, is (af- +» 


ter all that has been ſaid) left wholly to thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs it. 


is; and whoſe Councels, I pray God, to bleſs with all the good Effect 


we can wiſh for. | 


F , | 9 : | 
Peace in its own Nature is moſt eligible of any, next to it Treaties + 
and Partitions in order to the Preſervation of it; War is ungrateful 
and deſtructive, and ought never to be entred into but with an Intent 


to have a good Peace ſecured to us. But ſuppoſing for once a War ſhould be 


made choice of, I humbly preſume the Province of the Exgliſb will be a 
principally to act by Sea, in Conjunction with a Dutch Squadron, as in. 


the late War, but it will be worth Conſideration, whether both the 
Fleets ought not to act ſeparately. The Dutch complain'd then of an 


Hardſhip put upon them, to be govern'd by the Directions of our Lords. 


of the Admiralty; and pretended they would have dene more than. 
both the Fleets, if they had been left to their own Methods and Ma- 


nagement: The Truth of it is, they have a good Way of giving neceſ- 
fary Orders at Sea, for the States ſending twoof their Deputies to Sea:. 


with their Admiral; theſe who muſt have a better View of Things, 
and how Advantages are to be taken, than thoſeat Land, have full Pow- 
er to act as they think moſt convenient, while our Admirals are fo ſtrict- 


ly tied to Orders from above, that little Good can be expected from em. 


But, tho our main Strength ought to be exerted at Sea, we cannot 
be without more Land Troops than are upon the preſent Eſtabliſnment. 


I confeſs, I am as little in Love with ſtanding Armies as any. Body; 


I: 


| ſonably ſpeaking, we can never expect to have ſuch another Conjun- 
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nay, could be content to be without Guards too, were there not an 
; abfolute Neceſſity for it: I think, Henry VII. was the firſt King of Eng- 
7 land that inſtituted any, and they were thoſe we call Yeomen of the 
Guard; but as we hardly read that any of his Predeceſſors in Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown were ever aſſaſſinated, we have had ſo many Examples 
ſince of villaneus Attempts to deſtroy the Perſons of the beſt of our 
Proteſtant Princes, that we can never be too careful of their Security. 
Upon a Preſumption therefore of a War, and the Increaſe of · our Land 
Forces thereupon ; a Queſtion will ariſe, Whether we had beſt raiſe 
Natives, or hire Foreigners: There are great many Reaſons why the 
latter ſhould be preferred; but, I think, much more to be ſaid for the 
former, tho' we ſhall only mention 2 or 3 Particulars, and ſo conclude. 
_ "Firſt, Tho' the Engliſh become Soldiers as ſoon if not ſooner than any 
other Nation, I mean dexterouſly to handle Arms and perform their Ex- 
er; “ yet they generally living in greater Plenty, and being expoſed 
to eis Hardſhips than other People, they require a longer time to make 
them fit for the Fatigues of a Camp, and ſo conſequently ought to be 
much inured to it. We had ſufficient Experience of this in the Begin- 
5 ning of the late War, when our Freſh- water Soldiers died away fo faſt 
E - at Dundalk Camp, and elſewhere, whereas we found the Foreign Troops, 
| kept up much better, and came off comparatively but with a {mall Lofs. © 
Secondly, It would be an unreaſonable thing to let Foreigners, both 
Officers and Soldiers live, nay,and ſome of them grow rich upon our Pay, 
hs while our own People, whereof a great many of them have done ſignal 
| Services in the late War, muſt fit at Home and ſtarve. * 
Thirdly, The Premium that is frequently given for Foreign Troops, 
| and the Charge of recruiting them, might with better Advantage be 
ö expended at home in raiſing and recruiting Natives, who if they ſave 


"Sk any thing of their Pay naturally, upon the End of a War, return home I 
1 to ſpend it, while Foreigners do the fame in reſpect to theirs with our 
1 Money, and to our Loſs and Detrime dk.. 28 
2 * I here are a great many other Things that might be ſuggeſted upon 

| this Head, as that Natives will be more faithful and zealous in the Ser- \ 


vice, more ſubje& to the Commands of their Generals, make the Nas 
tion more illuſtrious and formidable, with the Advantages of Military 
Skill and Glory, &c. but there is no occaſion for it; and therefore! 
conclude with my hearty Wiſhes for a better Union and righter Under- 
ſtanding than ever (if poſſible) between His Majeſty and his Parliament 
in this unhappy Conjuncture (the Eyes of Europe being all fixed upon 
them) GAIL whatever I have ſaid in reference to the State of the © 
Controverſies on foot, and the Methods of compoſing them may be en- 
- _ tertaw'd with the fame innocent and diſintereſted Mind wherewith 1 
177 2 eri "ata Th 
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